subsequent sequel which attests that, out of this high figure, five only of the patients succumbed to rabies. And even as regards these small proportion of victims, one must bear in mind that they even might be yet lessened were it not that long delay, owing to distances having to be travelled, is greatly against success in subsequent inoculation. In those days our forefathers took their bodily ailments to some brook or well, some water which was peopled by them with mythical deity and presiding genius, whose anger could be assuaged and goodwill bought at the price of a votive offering here presented in the spirit of sacrifice laid down in ita twofold order as expiatory and eucharistical. Here it was that the evil spirit, which (according to the priest) molested the suffering body, was extirpated through a tangible vehicle, the unclean mantle was left behind, the body and soul refreshed into a perfect regeneration.
To the mind of man in early ages water was surrounded with uncanny influences; its action, they argued, was guided by life and by will, and did not bear in any sense the interpretation of ordinary laws of nature; the worship of the Element was ever a dominant feature in the mind of the Aryan race, an impelling motive based on the firmly rooted belief in its unfailing agency for good. In the fastnesses of the Welsh mountains traditions concerning these sacred spots still hold sway, the aroma of a past romance hanging still about the shrines of a dead and gone worship of past ages. These were early days in the history of curative medicine, the first gropings in the dark after a knowledge which has since assumed less limited environment. The votive offerings of preChristian man, the religious ablutions in the days of
